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Lesson Plan: Story-Writing Process





WHOLE CLASS STORY-WRITING PROJECT





This whole class story project has been designed to use anytime during the school year.  If you use it once each month for the first three months of school; skip a month; do the process again the next month; skip three months; do the process again, and do it one more time near the end of the year, it works the best.  After using this process two or three times with your class, even first and second graders will begin to produce stories with settings, plots, and characters.





This story creation project can be done several times without boredom. This writing project has been successfully used with students from first through eighth grades.





Read, reread, and reread From Pictures to Words.  With help from Cat, Koala Bear, and Rhino, Stevens explains as she goes along, the basic elements of writing and illustrating - setting, plot, tension, and characterization.





Tape to the blackboard or wall a set of storyboards (blank 8½X11inch pages), one page for each student in your class, or one page for each pair of students - a good place to start.





Use pictures of possible characters from magazines or comic books (first time only) and have students pick a main character, and one or more other characters for their story.  The first time you do this, have students pick the main character only, and let the other characters develop as the story is written.  It is important that the main character be given a name before you begin the story.





Select a location or setting for the story.  Take several suggestions and then taking a vote is a good way to get this settled.





Start the story by asking if someone has a good idea of how to start the story.  Write this on page one of the storyboards.  Each storyboard should have only one or two sentences, well, maybe three if the story needs it.  As you enter the sentences to each page, make a note on who in your class gave you this information.  The objective is to assign a student (or pair of students) to each page by the time the story is finished.





A good way to keep the story going is to ask “What happens next” or “What’s about to happen” or any other question that will keep the story going.  As you work through the story make sure you remind your students of the concepts that they learned about when you read From Pictures to.  Remind them that they will need to have each of these concepts to make a good story.





After several pages are written, read the pages aloud, the students will love hearing it over and over as the story builds.





Near the end remind students that they will need to end the story on the last page.





When the story is finished assign each page to a student (or pair of students) and have them make a final copy and illustrate their page.  Have someone make a front cover, title page, and back cover for your book.  If you laminate each of the pages, this book makes a wonderful gift for your classroom or school library. 








GRADE LEVEL:


second – eighth grades OBJECTIVE:


To learn to create a story with setting, plot, tension, and characters.








Books available from: www.amazon.com





From Pictures to Words: A Book About Making a Book





by �HYPERLINK "/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Stevens%2C%20Janet/105-0818886-8648746"��Janet Stevens�





(less than $14.00)





�





Other books you might use, which also illustrate story-writing information





(also available from Amazon.com):





What Do Authors Do?


by �HYPERLINK "/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Christelow%2C%20Eileen/105-0818886-8648746"��Eileen Christelow�





A Book Takes Root: The Making of a Picture Book by �HYPERLINK "/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Kehoe%2C%20Michael/105-0818886-8648746"��Michael Kehoe�





If You Were a Writer


by �HYPERLINK "/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Nixon%2C%20Joan%20Lowery/105-0818886-8648746"��Joan Lowery Nixon�





What Do Illustrators Do? by �HYPERLINK "/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Christelow%2C%20Eileen/105-0818886-8648746"��Eileen Christelow�





The Young Author's Do-It-Yourself Book: How to Write, Illustrate, and Produce Your Own Book by �HYPERLINK "/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Guthrie%2C%20Donna/105-0818886-8648746"��Donna Guthrie�






































NOTES:





One scene of a story written by second graders with this story-writing process.  





The story was then put into Storybook Weaver Deluxe by their teacher.  





Pairs of students illustrated copies of the story and printed them.





�








STORY CREATION SOFTWARE





Storybook Weaver Deluxe





Ultimate Writing & Creativity Center





Student Writing Center





The Amazing Writing Machine





Imagination Express (various titles)





Orly’s Draw-a-story.





Available online at various stores, such as:





www.software-blowouts.com/





www.greenbaycd.com/





� HYPERLINK http://www.cybercitysoftware ��www.cybercitysoftware�.


com/





(under $10.00 each)





Here are several other ways of publishing this type of whole class story:





Put the story on the computer, with the words at the bottom of each page in one of the available story creation software programs.  Have each student, or pair of students illustrate the story.  Each student or pair of students should save a separate copy of the story.  Print the different versions out and have the students read them to each other or read them out loud to the class.  





Give each student or pair of students a page of the original story and have them put it on the computer in KidPix, KidPix Deluxe, or other story creation software program.  Have them illustrate the page on the computer.  When done print each student’s work out and make the pages into a book.  This works is fun because the illustrations will all be different by the story will still work.





Make a single file in a word processing program (Word or Claris) with the story on it.  Don’t forget to number the words for each page.  Print out the file and have each student or pair of students take this sheet and use it to make their own version of the story by creating an illustration and doing the handwriting for each page on plain paper.  They will need to also make a front and back cover and a title page.





For younger students, print the story on large-lined paper and have the students copy it onto their own large-lined paper.  They can then draw and color their own illustrations.  





Also for younger students you could use a font that is manuscript/lined and create the story with word-processing software.  The students could trace over the letters in the story and they could then draw and color their own illustrations.  
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